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Bonnie Thomas Abbott : Radical Prunings: A Novel: A Novel of Officious Advice from the Contessa of
Compost before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Radical
Prunings: A Novel: A Novel of Officious Advice from the Contessa of Compost:

0 of O people found the following review helpful. Satirical garden adviceBy Marjorie GillespyEntertaining,
informational. Takes a bit of getting used to the writer's style. Easy to read short portionsin your spare time.0 of O


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1578602033

people found the following review helpful. Super fantastic book.By Cat LadyThisis a delightful book. Not exactly a
novel, not exactly abook on gardening but more of an amusing question and answer column about gardening and
people. Wonderful if you like light, dry humor.0 of O people found the following review helpful. HystericalBy Erica
W. GrivasA look at the obsessive side of gardening seen through the eyes of a Martha-wannabe fictional garden
columnnist. Has a bit of edge when you read between the lines, but very funny and enjoyable.

This rather deceptive work purports to be the collected horticultural columns of one opinionated Mertensia Corydalis.
As Mertensia answers her readers innocent gardening questions, she reveals more than she intends about her life, her
relationships (from her prissy ex-husband to questionable interactions with her employees, Miss Vong and Tran), and
her state of mind.Radical Pruningsisaliterate, funny, and surprisingly bittersweet fiction debut from awriter with a
sharp wit and avery green thumb.

From BooklistIf "Miss Manners" were to write a gardening column, "Radical Prunings' would be itstitle, and
"Mertensia Corydalis' her horticultural nom de plume. Abbott's hilarious debut novel brilliantly captures the tongue-in-
cheek chiding so familiar to readers of advice columnsin this ersatz gardening how-to. Wielding a literary trowel
honed to a sharp-edged point, Abbott's fictional green-thumb advisor eviscerates correspondents seeking her expertise
with arapier-like wit as she chastises them for such botanical boo-boos as planting sunflowersin arow, hostasin
sunshine, and anything orange. Ably assisted by her Vietnamese garden boy, Tran, and not-so-ably by the
administratively challenged Miss Vong, Mertensiaissues a pithy QA newsletter, exposing gardening gaffes, and her
own topsy-turvy life, season by season. Abbott's readers must remind themselves that thisis awork of fiction and that
thereisno "Mertensia Corydalis' in red life. Pity, for amid her spot-on satire of advice columnists who take
themselves too seriously, Abbott, or Mertensia, offers some bona fide gardening information. Carol HaggasCopyright
American Library Association. All rights reserved A few warm days woke up my crocus. The leaves are well out of
the ground. What will happen if the weather turns cold again? Will the flowers be ruined? | s there anything | can do?
What about the bulbs--will they be damaged?From the Publisherln Radical Prunings, Bonnie Thomas Abbott does for
gardening what The Debt to Pleasure did for cooking. Dig down deep with one of the most appealing narrators to
emerge in recent yearsa woman wise about all things horticultural but not nearly as certain when the human heart is
involved.



