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Marcia C. Carmichael : Putting Down Roots: Gardening Insights from Wisconsin's Early Settlers  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Putting Down Roots: 
Gardening Insights from Wisconsin's Early Settlers: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Historic Gardening at It's Best!By KBComprehensive book, well 
researched! Loads of footnotes for references!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. loved itBy 
historygirlwell researched and well written - it gives great explanation as to why my German descended husband 
gardens the way he does, it's in his roots.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This book can make you 
hungryBy Sue HLove history? Love cooking? This book has it all. You learn what our early immigrants to Wisconsin 
planted and ate. There are wonderful photographs of the ethnic areas at Old World Wisconsin. The staff there does an 
excellent job of keeping things "real" and true to the time period. The garden on the cover is as pretty as it is 
functional. At the back of the book you will find a number of original pioneer recipes you can try.

Culture and history can be passed from one generation to the next through the food we eat, the vegetables and fruits 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0870204661


we plant and harvest, and the fragrant flowers and herbs that enliven our gardens. The plants our ancestors grew tell 
stories about their way of life.

"In a time when people are increasingly concerned about organic gardening practices and the need for more variety in 
our plants for the health of the planet, Carmichael shows readers the value in drawing from the past for the good of the 
present. For avid gardeners and simple admirers of other peoples gardens alike, Putting Down Roots is an absorbing 
book of Wisconsins history and culture." (Jennifer Fandel, ForeWord s)How do you read a garden? Read it the way 
Marcia Carmichael does and youll learn about so much more than plants. Her rich, readable guide to the historical 
gardens at Old World Wisconsin explores the multi-layered meanings of food in nineteenth-century life. This is real-
life, everyday historynot dates and titles, but seeds, tools, recipes, and meals that illustrate immigrant hopes, values, 
and traditions. Putting Down Roots is an entrancing heirloom feast for todays cooks, gardeners, and food history buffs. 
(Terese Allen, coauthor of The Flavor of Wisconsin and Organic Valley Food Editor)For anyone interested in 
gardening or cooking with heirlooms, Putting Down Roots is a marvelous resource. If you cant visit Old World 
Wisconsin in person, this book is the next best thing to being there. Recipes such as black salsify salad, potato candy, 
and more recapture the flavors of Wisconsins past. What a treat! (Shelley Ryan, host of The Wisconsin Gardener on 
Wisconsin Public Television) 


