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The American presidency isthe single most important political office in the United States, but it is aso a complex
institution that scholars and the general public still do not fully understand. The scholarly literature on the presidency
is extensive, but many aspects of the office have received littleif anyattention and yet are relevant to White House
politics. This edited collection takes readers into territory that has been heretofore unexplored or underexplored.ls the
president a representative of the public, and what does this mean? What are the powers of the president to make
peace? How do presidents use their office to influence cultural issues? What signficance does the First Lady have asa
political/cultural symbol? The established scholars and promising young researchers who contributed to this volume
explore these and other important issues. All chapters are linked by a common effort to address issues that need more
attention and to discuss how those interested in the future of the American presidencycitizens as well as scholarscan
enlarge their understanding of the office, its operations, and its place in American political life.
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