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Geoff Hodge : Practical Botany for Gardeners: Over 3,000 Botanical Terms Explained and Explored  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Practical Botany for 
Gardeners: Over 3,000 Botanical Terms Explained and Explored: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great book for both the gardener and the artistBy PersimmonThe 
appearance of this book is very similar to "Latin for Gardeners: Over 3,000 Plant Names Explained and Explored" 
Lorraine Harrison which was also published by the University Of Chicago Press. Just like the other book, this one has 
beautiful pictures of plants and depicts their stems, leaves and flowers in most of the pictures. I use this and the other 
book as a reference for drawing plants so this is a very helpful book for me. As for the actual information in this book, 
it is quite useful. It talks about subjects such as soil pH, organic matter, plant breeding and plant hormones. It also tells 
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you why your plant might not be growing as well as you think it should and how to fix those problems.This is a great 
book for the gardener and the artist.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A beautifully illustrated, 
captioned and researched book that thoroughly covers ...By SophieA beautifully illustrated, captioned and researched 
book that thoroughly covers every aspect of plant physiology, history and behavior that a gardener could wish to 
know. Engaging and easy reading format.Supplemented with notable figures in plant research and relevant trivia such 
as types of seed banks in the seeds chapter. Recommended for those who want to know plants in greater detail without 
poring through a thick academic textbook.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Makes Botany very 
Interesting, not Dry!By FC MomI have purchased several "botany for gardeners" books, and this is by far the best. It's 
loaded with useful info, and other interesting connect-the-dots info (of things you have seen in the garden, and 
wondered why the plants behaved that way). I was very pleasantly surprised how much I enjoyed reading this book!

Gardening can be frustratingly shrouded in secrecy. Fickle plants make seemingly spontaneous decisions to bloom or 
bust, seeds sprout magically in the blink of an eye, and deep-rooted mysteries unfold underground and out of sight. 
Understanding basic botany is like unlocking a horticultural code; fortunately learning a little science can reveal the 
secrets of the botanical universe and shed some light on whats really going on in your garden.Practical Botany for 
Gardeners provides an elegant and accessible introduction to the world of botany. It presents the essentials that every 
gardener needs to know, connecting explanations of scientific facts with useful gardening tips. Flip to the roots section 
and youll not only learn how different types of roots support a plant but also find that adding fungi to soil aids growth. 
The pruning section both defines lateral buds and explains how far back on a shoot to cut in order to propagate 
them.The book breaks down key areas and terminology with easy-to-navigate chapters arranged by theme, such as 
plant types, plant parts, inner workings, and external factors. Great Botanists and Botany in Action boxes delve deeper 
into the fascinating byways of plant science. This multifaceted book also includes two hundred botanical illustrations 
and basic diagrams that hearken to the classic roots of botany.Part handbook, part reference, Practical Botany for 
Gardeners is a beautifully captivating read. Its a must for garden lovers and backyard botanists who want to grow and 
nurture their own plant knowledge.

"For anyone who has been horrified by the lopsided life that remains after a bout of pruning, gardening writer Geoff 
Hodge has some gentle advice: Pruning is both an art and a science. Youll be better equipped to take on the challenge 
after reading the chapter on pruning in Practical Botany for Gardeners. . . . Botanical illustrations on almost every page 
add a decorative touch, and profiles of botanical artists pay tribute to those who make plants come alive on the page." 


