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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. ... Gardener" by famous plant breeder Joseph Tychonievich is a 
wonderful little book that reads like a novelBy Eileen B. East"Plant Breeding for the Home Gardener" by famous plant 
breeder Joseph Tychonievich is a wonderful little book that reads like a novel. Joseph Tychonievich is in love with 
plant breeding, and soon you are too. He reaches into the past before commercial breeders dominated garden centers 
and box stores. "Do, he says, as your grandmothers did.""Get all the available diversity of the plant that interests you, 
say a viola. Plant the seeds and let the bees get to work cross pollinating. Save the seeds and check out their 
descendants. Save the best and do it again until you start seeing traits you are looking for." This lighthearted book will 
make you smile.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Worth the moneyBy ToddGreat little book, I 
enjoyed it very much.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Not a dry reference textBy R. PriceNo, you 
won't find a lot of scientific jargon in this book. What you will find is a very readable, enjoyable tremendously 
inspiring book. Power to the Gardeners! Highly recommended.

Brighter zinnias, fragrant carnations, snappier green beansPlant Breeding for the Home Gardener makes it easier than 
ever to breed and grow your own varieties of vegetables and flowers. This comprehensive and accessible guide 
explains how to decide what to breed, provides simple explanations on how to cross plants, and features a basic primer 
on genetics and advanced techniques. Case studies provide breeding examples for favorite plants like daffodils, 
hollyhocks, roses, sweet corn, and tomatoes.

From BooklistHome gardeners seeking to breed customized vegetables and flowers will find much to treasure here, as 
Tychonievich describes the literal fruits of reviving an ancient art by repeatedly choosing preferred plantings to 
develop rather than settling for commercial varieties with least-common-denominator qualities. After a brief history of 
plant breeding, he proceeds to outline detailed and knowledgeable steps to follow, including goal setting, the basics of 
cross-pollination (starting with flower anatomy), genetic-trait selection, and patterns of inheritance. All are applied to 
backyard gardening as he introduces a personal touch by evaluating and narrowing selection and covers such advanced 
techniques as restoring fertility. Perhaps most directly useful are the specific examples of applications he offers, from 
hollyhocks to zinnias, beans, lettuce, and other familiar garden plantings. Occasional line drawings complement the 
text on developing these new heirlooms via controlled selection, while appendix materials include an index plus 
listings of recommended readings, useful websites, and plant sources. Those interested in plant genetics and advanced 
gardeners will cheer. --Whitney Scott New and seasoned gardeners will appreciate this nicely presented book. It could 
even spur caregivers or teachers to get kids into the garden, growing their very own varieties of vegetables. Library 
Journal Home gardeners seeking to breed customized vegetables and flowers will find much to treasure here. Those 
interested in plant genetics and advanced gardeners will cheer. Booklist Gardener[s] will also be thankful that a skilled 
geneticist with a green thumb and a heart for the average citizen has opened up a universe of horticultural possibility. 
Publishers Weekly Its a gift to be able to break such technical things down and present them in a way thats not only 
fascinating, but also in language simple enough that you dont need a degree in horticulture to understand it. 
HorticultureThis wonderful little book reads like a novel. Tychonievich is in love with plant breeding, and soon you 
are tooThis lighthearted book will make you smile. The Times News 


