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Avi Friedman, David Krawitz : Peeking through the Keyhole: The Evolution of North American Homes  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Peeking through the Keyhole: 
The Evolution of North American Homes: 

Avi Friedman was named one of 10 men who will change the way we live by Wallpaper. This title is about how the 
home has changed since the 1950s.

"Informative and entertaining. Organizing a view of the evolution of the home through elements of the human 
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condition that we all have to deal with is a clever way of packaging a lot of practical information." Kieran M. Bonner, 
Academic Dean and Professor of Sociology, St Jerome's University in the University of Waterloo, and author of A 
Great Place to Raise Kids. Interpretation, Science and The Urban-Rural Debate "Interesting and convincing. The 
authors are willing to make moral and political judgements of the trends and options being discussed, and this is one of 
the book's strengths." Will Straw, Art History and Communication Studies, McGill UniversityFrom the 
PublisherPeeking through the Keyhole is about transformations in the way we live and the places we call home. Until 
the past few decades, transitions in the style of homes and types of households were slow and gradual. With today's 
instant communication, the way we observe other people, other cultures, and other times has altered, and been altered 
by, the homes we live in. Avi Friedman and David Krawitz guide the reader through the trends and changes that have 
influenced residential design and construction over the last fifty years. From kitchens to home offices to entire 
neighbourhoods, they unravel the effect of technology and consumerism on the way we perceive and use domestic 
space, arguing that the home is no longer a product of pure design but a response to factors and forces beyond the 
control of designers, builders, and users.About the AuthorAvi Friedman is associate professor and director, Affordable 
Homes Program, McGill University. He is the recipient of the United Nations World Habitat Award, the Creative 
Achievement Award (Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture), and the Prix 


