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Toby Musgrave : Paradise Gardens: Spiritual Inspiration and Earthly Expression  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Paradise Gardens: Spiritual Inspiration and Earthly 
Expression: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. You will find paradise in this book.By B. GonzalesBeautifully 
composed book.

Plants and gardens have always been a cornerstone of all major world religions and belief systems. The Fields of 
Reeds in Ancient Egypt, Eden in Christianity, the Isles of the Immortals in China and the Pure Land in Buddhist Japan 
are just some of the divine gardens promised to the faithful or earthly paradises imbued with symbolism and ritual. 
And in all religions plants have their own religious meanings and associations, ceremonial or ritualistic purpose and 
use. Taking a global perspective and with a chronology of over 5000 years, Paradise Gardens examines, explores and 
interprets seventeen belief systems grouped into five themed sections. Each chapter will feature an especially 
significant earthly paradise and through this one garden will explore the wider religio-symbolic use of gardens and 
plants within the belief system. Dr Musgrave is able to explore and explain these gardens both within their religious 
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framework but also within the wider contexts of garden history and the prevailing zeitgeist.

"Plants and gardens have always been a cornerstone of all the major world religions says the author, surveying the last 
5,000 years, identifying significant plants, their symbolism, ritual and uses, and revealing the form, design and content 
of the divine garden, along with its religious purposes. Sumptuously illustrated." 


