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Rebecca Cole : Paradise Found: Gardening in Unlikely Places  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Paradise Found: Gardening in Unlikely Places: 

19 of 19 people found the following review helpful. A glimpse of ParadiseBy A CustomerA dear gardening friend and 
I bought this book for each other and it is quite a treat. The book is a wonderful read and full of ideas and suggestions 
for creating our own bit of Paradise. Visually, the book is amazingly beautiful. The premise of the book may be for 
small, patio and container gardens but Rebecca Coles "eye" for Paradise may be used for any size garden. And 
everyone needs their own bit of Paradise to take the time to breath a bit more slowly, to bring the senses alive to 
fragrances, sights and sounds that we take for granted everyday. Every garden holds the potential for giving us a 
glimpse of Paradise - Thanks Rebecca!9 of 10 people found the following review helpful. A lovely gardening 
read...By A CustomerThis book is so beautiful. After I received it I bought a copy for my best gardening buddy. I need 
to get one more for a couple who are apartment dwellers, but I found it very inspiring and useful and I garden on 3/4 
of an acre. It's the best thing visually since "The Art of French Gardening". Thank you Rebecca Cole!1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. A pretty book with plenty of substanceBy Mara DazSome reviewers think that it is 
wrong for this book to be too Manhattan focused, but how can it be otherwise if she lives and works for clients in 
Manhattan? And forgive me, but it does make a wonderful case study, for most people who want plants in NY can 
only have them in containers in their terraces. And yes they are not dingy apartments, but PLEASE, who would want 
pictures of a dingy terrace in a book!!! She makes a point whith the title, for she creates little "paradises" that help 
people relax from their hectic city lives. The use of antiques or old suff is great and I truly believe that some of them 
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are not that expensive. She provides invaluable advice as to landscaping with containers, which, to say the least, can 
be quite tricky. You might end up with a collection of containers and not good overall design. One example is placing 
them in trios or triangles to give structure to the design. Believe me, it has been a real eye-opener. I used to line up 
pots along walls and never knew why it wasn't working. Thank you Rebecca! Also, I can't help but saying that she 
DOES NOT sound ego-centric at all, I find this book very personal, almost as if you were getting advice from a friend. 
The difference with this book is the personal tone, and of course it is personal, all are projects that se actually has done 
herself. She did not travel the country taking pictures of beautiful gardens. These are all her clients, and you really can 
detect her personal style (absolutely Manhattan shabby chic). And last but not least she has finally put my mind at ease 
as to the conflict between designers who do drawings and designers who don't. She confesses she does very rough 
plans as to see the location of the plants, but she does not spend entire hours on a drawing. I have always thought that 
good garden designers and gardeners not always draw well (By the way, has anyone studied Gertrude Jekyll's planting 
plans? You know what I mean then). She is pretty confident in her skills. I think it all comes to experience in the end. 
And I was forgetting, this book is also pretty! So if you are not that much into gardening but want to buy a pretty book 
this is definately it. I also reccomend buying her book on flower arranging, FLOWER POWER.

In Paradise Found, Rebecca Cole presents simple solutions to gardening in small, difficult, or awkward spaces -- the 
reality that seems to face so many gardeners today. Whether it's a tiny terrace, an oddly shaped yard, or a location both 
shady and sunny, Rebecca helps gardeners overcome the limitations of their environments. She offers practical 
guidelines for placement, color, and form and she champions the use of hanging plants and containers to create 
beautiful, easy-to-maintain gardens. Filled with hundreds of lush color photographs, Paradise Found is an inspiring 
guide to gardening anywhere. Paradise Found, by acclaimed author Rebecca Cole, offers a wealth of simple, beautiful 
solutions to common gardening difficulties. Whether a garden is too small or too big, too shady or too exposed, too 
empty or too cluttered, Rebecca explains how to overcome its limitations to create a unique and inviting garden 
paradise. Illustrated with hundreds of inspiring color photographs, Paradise Found is a wonderfully practical book that 
simplifies the challenges of your garden space, from facing up to the realities of your space to envisioning your ideal 
garden to understanding the basics of placement, color, and form. Drawing on years of experience and a no-nonsense 
approach, Rebecca explains how to transform an awkward terrace, how to improve a porch, and what to do with the 
overgrown wilderness you've somehow inherited. She celebrates the possibilities of hanging plants and container 
gardens and provides tips on year-round planting choices, easy irrigation systems, quick winterizing techniques, and 
where to find intriguing -- and affordable -- garden furniture and architectural elements. Rebecca's solutions are 
always fresh, creative, and remarkably sensible. Whatever the gardening challenge, Paradise Found will appeal to 
anyone looking to create a bit of heaven right at home.

.com A gorgeous book full of glossy, inspiring photos, Paradise Found is a treasure for anyone attempting to fashion a 
garden on a terrace, rooftop, or other unusual spot. At first glance, you may think the text is superfluous in the pages of 
sun-filled statuary and foliage, but don't let the beauty distract you from the details. Enclosed here is a wealth of ideas 
for creating stunning and unusual gardens in spots that are currently barren brick or wood. Creative containers are 
certainly part of it, but there are tips for larger reconstructions as well. Planning and design figure prominently in the 
equation. Emphasis is placed on choosing plants thoughtfully, and low-maintenance gardening is encouraged--it'll 
leave you with more time for simply enjoying your space! Reliance on local nurseries and experts is suggested as a 
good way for the novice to get started, but Westerners may be disappointed, as all sources given are east of the 
Mississippi. The East Coast crowd will discover all kinds of flea-market and nursery addresses listed at the end of the 
book. Author Rebecca Cole has a great love of nonrefinished antique treasures--learn to love that rust and chipped 
paint, it's irreplaceable! She also includes a "recipe" for a garden that figures out the number of plants you'll need in 
relation to your space. Whether you follow this precisely or just as a general guideline, it's a helpful tool. Also be 
prepared to blow your plant budget after reading this book--Cole will have you buying plants in bulk, with all manner 
of accompaniments. --Jill LightnerFrom the Inside FlapIn Paradise Found, Rebecca Cole presents simple solutions to 
gardening in small, difficult, or awkward spaces -- the reality that seems to face so many gardeners today. Whether it's 
a tiny terrace, an oddly shaped yard, or a location both shady and sunny, Rebecca helps gardeners overcome the 
limitations of their environments. She offers practical guidelines for placement, color, and form and she champions the 
use of hanging plants and containers to create beautiful, easy-to-maintain gardens. Filled with hundreds of lush color 
photographs, Paradise Found is an inspiring guide to gardening anywhere. Paradise Found, by acclaimed author 
Rebecca Cole, offers a wealth of simple, beautiful solutions to common gardening difficulties. Whether a garden is too 
small or too big, too shady or too exposed, too empty or too cluttered, Rebecca explains how to overcome its 
limitations to create a unique and inviting garden paradise. Illustrated with hundreds of inspiring color photographs, 
Paradise Found is a wonderfully practical book that simplifies the challenges of your garden space, from facing up to 
the realities of your space to envisioning your ideal garden to understanding the basics of placement, color, and form. 
Drawing on years of experience and a no-nonsense approach, Rebecca explains how to transform an awkward terrace, 



how to improve a porch, and what to do with the overgrown wilderness you've somehow inherited. She celebrates the 
possibilities of hanging plants and container gardens and provides tips on year-round planting choices, easy irrigation 
systems, quick winterizing techniques, and where to find intriguing -- and affordable -- garden furniture and 
architectural elements. Rebecca's solutions are always fresh, creative, and remarkably sensible. Whatever the 
gardening challenge, Paradise Found will appeal to anyone looking to create a bit of heaven right at home.About the 
AuthorRebecca Cole Described as a "stylish, urban horticulturist" by New York magazine, Rebecca Cole is the author 
of Potted Gardens (Clarkson Potter, 1997). She appears regularly on television and radio, and her work has been 
featured in Architectural Digest, Harper's Bazaar, the New York Times, Garden Design, and Martha Stewart Living, 
among others. She lives in New York City and New Hampshire. Helen Norman is a professional New York-based 
fashion photographer and avid gardener who lives on a 130-acre organic vegetable farm in Maryland. 


