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Dean Riddle : Out in the Garden: Growing a Beautiful Life  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Out in the Garden: Growing a Beautiful Life: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Entertaining as well as educational read.......By Cathy, new to cake!I 
haven't finished reading Dean Riddle's book yet but it's such a refreshing and educational book so far. I'm an avid 
gardener and appreciate the care, planning, and excitement with which Dean approached his first real garden. I'm 
about to embark on my 2nd lifetime garden on much more acreage. This book provides well needed references to other 
books as well as helping with a plan of attack.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Inspiration to create 
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your own gardenBy Marylynn FowlerThis is a truly beautiful book, I shared it with many of my friends and didn't get 
it returned so I ordered another, I love it that much. It inspires me about creating my own gardens.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerGreat book. I wish he would write a sequel. I did not want it to 
end.

The very mood and atmosphere of the garden -- its scents, colors, and textures -- are often indelibly linked to scenes 
from the gardener's life. As he dispenses excellent hands-on gardening advice in Out in the Garden, Riddle draws on 
his past and present, reflecting on family, childhood, and growing up gay in South Carolina. Back in 1980, when Dean 
Riddle was a young horticulture student, he "thought annual flowers, not to mention birdbaths, were the heights of 
frivolity -- things to amuse and occupy little old ladies." Thinking himself a serious plants-man with "no interest 
whatsoever in design," he dreamed of collecting woodland wildflowers, rare trees, and flowering shrubs native to the 
Blue Ridge Mountains, where he was born and where he developed and nourished a deep love of plants and the natural 
world.A decade later, after living in various parts of the country and making gardens for other people, Dean Riddle 
settled in the Catskill Mountains. There, he finally got the chance to make his own first garden-"a small garden of 
sticks and stones with a swept dirt floor." But instead of planting rare stewartias and speckled trout lilies, he grew old-
fashioned flowers and everyday vegetables like the ones he remembered from his aunt and uncle's farm in South 
Carolina. In the process he learned the value of good design and the importance of relating house to garden. And he 
discovered that the good life "has far less to do with money than it does with style, awareness, and 
gratefulness."Riddle's thoughts on gardening are astute and straightforward. His storytelling, while at times poignant, 
is punchy and hilarious. Honest, helpful, and always entertaining, Out in the Garden is both a "how-to" manual and a 
memoir -- and succeeds masterfully at both.


