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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised One Day in the Life of 
Ivan Denisovich by Aleksandr Isaevich Solzhenitsyn (Sep 1 2008): 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. So much had been omitted originally in order to by-pass the 
censors - this edition is a truly great work by an author who both tBy Michael BamfordI read First Circle in its original 
translation in 1970. It was remarkable to read this book for a second time in its complete form. So much had been 
omitted originally in order to by-pass the censors - this edition is a truly great work by an author who both tells a story 
while being the conscience of the world.8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. A Blessing of A Book: The 
Uncensored EditionBy George GreeneThere are some authors that seem unapproachable. We have their books on our 
book shelves, but we are afraid to crack the binding. Solzhenitsyn has that reputation. This book should dispel it. It is 
hard to imagine today an author who would write a book which he knew most likely would never be published. In the 
First Circle must have been such a work, written between 1955 and 1958, still during the time of the Gulag. But, this 
book should not only be read because of Solzhenitsyn's courage. Solzhenitsyn has written a great novel that holds the 
interest of the reader as he retells the history of the Soviet Union and the Gulag though his plot: A Soviet diplomat 
calls the American Embassy that the Soviet Union plans to steal atomic secrets. A part of Scientific Work Prison is 
enlisted to identify through a voice print him so that he may be arrested as a traitor. Around this plot, Solzhenitsyn 
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dedicates himself to write a novel where the characters ring true. Rarely is there a false note. His characters, both 
inside and outside the camp, are not cardboard spouting ideology. We feel how they feel caught in the system as they 
seek answers, both great and small, on how to respond to Stalin's regime. Last but not least, this novel has all the seeds 
of Solzhenitsyn's great work on the Gulag. Great read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. If you're at all 
interested in history, this book is a page turnerBy WhatILikeGreat read! I originally ordered this book for a college 
course I was taking. Even after I ended up switching out of that class, I kept this book because it was such a 
fascinating story about some times in Russia's history. I really enjoyed this book, and I'm sure that you will too!


