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Alice Morse Earle : Old Time Gardens  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Old Time Gardens: 

10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Old Time GardensBy Mary A NUNI Hancy-LearmanWhat a 
delightful book this is. An truly old-fashioned journey to thegardens of yesteryear. For anyone interested in creating 
some old-fashionedlandscapes for any type of garden, this is a must read.The author gives insights into how these 
gardens came about from immigrantscollecting and bringing seeds from their homelands and re-creatingthe gardens of 
their youth.There are some nice black and and white photographs of famous gardens withquotations interspersed.A 
wonderful winter read.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Illustrations not presentBy VA in NHThis 
book is only the text, lacking the illustrations found in the 2005 University Press of New England edition. The list of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=158465418X


illustrations still appears in the front of the book, so you know what you are missing.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Five StarsBy skdExcellent.

Originally published in 1901, Old Time Gardens by Alice Morse Earle was one of the most popular and influential 
garden books of the early twentieth centuryand one of the first to be extensively illustrated with photographs. With the 
recent revival of interest in historic gardens and heirloom plants, Old Time Gardens has once again become a valued, 
if hard to find, resource for gardeners and landscape designers, and historians. This new edition, featuring an 
introduction by landscape historian Virginia Lopez Begg, makes this classic work available to a new generation of 
readers. Old Time Gardens celebrates the plants and garden designs of early America. Distinguished by its inviting 
style, wealth of detailed information about plants, design and garden ornaments, and captivating descriptions and 
photographs of historic gardens, the book is still regularly cited in books and magazine articles, and recommended on 
web sites. Earles advocacy of historic garden designs was rooted in her strong sense of the garden as a place to live in, 
and to interact with nature, family and friends, according to Begg. For Earle, the significance of gardens lay not just in 
their design and plants, but also in their association with the people who cultivated and used them.Accessible, 
informative, inspiring, and lavishly illustrated, this classic work is still a valuable resource for gardeners, landscape 
designers, and an essential volume for garden historians.

"Earle, who was from Massachusetts, wrote with fascinating details and anecdotes about old gardens and newer 
gardens of her era that took inspiration from the past. The many photos are a trove for readers interested in restoring an 
old garden."Boston Globe 


