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Donna Balzer, Steven Biggs : No Nonsense Vegetable Gardening: Garden Coaches Tell All: No guff. Lots of fun 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised No Nonsense 
Vegetable Gardening: Garden Coaches Tell All: No guff. Lots of fun: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Highly recommendedBy Granmama3I have about a dozen gardening 
books and this one is different from any other - mostly the format. Two gardening coaches give their opinions about 
different gardening issues so there are two perspectives rather than one, which I like. With 2 perspectives, it's easier to 
find what suits ones own personality and style. They cover every detail of putting in a garden, seedlings, maintenance, 
pests, rotation, etc. This book is very informative, yet written with light-hearted banter, rather than like a dry, boring 
textbook, so you actually enjoy reading it! It is illustrated in playful cartoons as well as photographs. Super book for 
novices and those who just need a little more instruction.0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. No 
Nonsense Vegetable GardeningBy Garden LadyI didn't care for this book at all, it is a jumble of remarks from two 
garden coaches. I returned this book, it was not interesting and entertaining as the description said it would be.2 of 2 
people found the following review helpful. "No Nonsense Vegetable Gardening" says it all - in a very enjoyable 
way!By Deborah HincheyThis book should really have 10 Stars! It is filled with EXACTLY what the title says. This 
easy to read and understand book is written from EXPERIENCE, and lots of it. This alone sets it apart from many 
books on the subject. The way the information is presented is also special. I felt like was casually having coffee with 
two skilled vegetable gardeners as they presented the no nonsense basics. They did not always agree, but their 
reasoning was sound and gave you additional information to see if your situation was more like one or the other. They 
used correct terminology, very nicely explained some of the more complicated processes that happen in the natural 
world AND translated the jargon in case you did not know (and can now make it your own.) They did not mince their 
words or opinions - which I appreciate since I am one of those people that want "just the facts, madam, just the facts." 
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Each page has an excellent and informative photo and/or fun, instructive art that reminds me of illustrations found in a 
good children's book. I have been an ornamental horticulturist for almost 40 years, have a couple science degrees, and 
been giving educational programs for decades and I can HIGHLY recommend this book - something I do not do often 
or lightly.

NO NONSENSE VEGETABLE GARDENING is an exuberant, design-driven garden gift book with useful, easy-to-
digest information on every page. Simple, no-nonsense garden advice cuts through complexities and misinformation. 
The text is arranged around the whimsical Peter Rabbit-style illustrations and graphics of Mariko McCrae, and full-
color photographs. The easy-access charts and he-says, she-says dialogue boxes take the science of gardening and put 
it into a language everyone can understand...and feel empowered by.

If youre looking for a fun refresher course on vegetable gardening that doesnt make you feel like youre back in a 
lecture hall, this is your book. No Nonsense Vegetable Gardening is a cheerful garden book with useful, easy-to-digest 
information on every page. This colorful book is perfect for the quirky gardener.About the AuthorSteven Biggs has a 
degree in horticulture, is a garden coach, writer and garden journalist. He publishes a monthly e-zine through his how-
to website: www.the-Locavores-Garden.com.Donna Balzer has a degree in horticulture, and is a garden consultant, 
writer and CBC Radio call-in garden expert in her native Alberta, Canada. Her television show, Bugs and Blooms, is 
often re-run on HGTV. 


