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Aurora Cuito : New Small Homes  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised New Small Homes: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Borrow someone else's copy or take a pass ... not a keeper IMOBy 
CindyThis may appeal to professional architects that just want a refresher or introduction to high level concepts to 
investigate further but this didn't appeal to me as a layman or assist with my current project at all. I found high level 
concepts only, not much text, not many other resources sited (websites, organizations, companies, etc) most concepts 
were pretty redundant with what I've seen elsewhere. Limited range in styles -- mostly urban, contemporary, and stark. 
Didn't appeal to me at all. I'll be giving it away.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A disappointing 
samenessBy LC1"New Small Homes" by Aurora Cuito really should have been titled "Minimalist Houses That 
Showcase Architects Who Go For Show Over Substance". Once you get that everything that can go should go on 
rollers, tabletops should be glass if at all possible, skylights should be added wherever possitble, complicated and/or 
expensive ways of doing things are the way to go, AND OTHER THAN THE CLOTHES ON YOUR BACK, DON'T 
MOVE IN WITH ANYTHING, you've got the book. And don't go for maximum use of space, either. For example, the 
first design, a dwelling converted from a former water tower, features funiture that "slides in a small metal volume 
when not in use", "retains the sloping wall on its lower part", and a small refrigerator that hangs from the ceiling. Well, 
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if one has such a small space, and has the right to the footprint of "a small metal volume", why not extend that volume 
to the height of the main unit? In any case, there is considerable WASTED space above the bed as designed. Why not 
at least make the bed a loft bed and convert the considerable space that's wasted above the bed into something useful 
below it? And who the heck wants to reach above their heads to get, sight unseen, food stored in the refrigerator? And 
why leave the sloping wall on the lower part of the unit? Are there stairs there? And do you REAlLY want to shower 
above a plate in the floor in the living room -- in front of a glass wall? In another design, the kitchen and bathroom are 
put on either end of a modular design. That means there have to be two sources of water, and two means of eliminating 
waste. How efficient is that? Lastly, the photographs are curiously uninformative. One in particular demonstrates how 
light bounces off surfaces. How about showcasing the design of the house? In some cases, the photographs of a 
particular home seem redundant, while in others, it's not clear what is going on. I'm glad I borrowed this book from the 
library.16 of 17 people found the following review helpful. Not your mother's dream home...By A CustomerIf you're a 
fan of minimalist spaces or Euro-Industrial-Tech type houses you're probably love this book (or if you're an 
architectural student, you'll probably love this book). If you're primarily interest in small homes of a more traditional 
design however, this is definitely not the book for you. I don't think the description listed with the book does a good 
job of stating that (nor the photo on the cover). My only real comments about the book itself is that it seems oddly 
dated, even though the book was published in 2001 ('high-design' houses have a short life-span of being avant-garde 
I'm guessing), and that it is a well-designed and interesting book for the right audience.

9 1/2 x 10 1/2 300 color and 30 black-and-white illustrations US and Canada Distribution architecture In apartments 
and lofts, single-family houses, bungalows, and cabins, space is always at a premium. New Small Homes showcases 
the work of masterful architects who transform such spaces into inviting, functional homes. Following an extensive, 
illustrated introduction, more than 20 homes from all over the world serve as examples of how to create attractive, 
functional homes. Each illustrates practical solutions to the problems typically associated with small spaces and offers 
a variety of examples that demonstrate how to make the most of any space and any shape. Homeowners will revel in 
the clever ideas that abound in this helpful guide: how by using partition walls on wheels, one can divide or use the 
space to suit more than one need; how the strategic placement of folding tables also enhances flexibility; and how 
positioning armoires or customized shelves to maximize storage space can also hide awkward spaces and make them 
useful. Finally, loft owners will love the tips on how to capitalize on their homes' abundant vertical space. A practical 
idea book filled with ingenious solutions for how to maximize available space Focuses on gracious, strategically 
designed homes of less than 1,000 square feet Provides more than 300 full-color illustrations and 30 black- and-white 
architectural plans, details, and sketches


