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Editors of Reader's Digest : New Complete Do-It-Yourself Manual  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised New Complete Do-It-Yourself Manual: 

91 of 96 people found the following review helpful. Very helpfulBy A CustomerThis book is GREAT for the 
beginning do-it-yourselfer. It assumes that you know next to nothing, which is a good place to start. It's very thorough, 
starting with tools and how to use them and going through all the components of your house. The one thing it doesn't 
cover is landscaping/gardening, but there are millions of books about that. It won't teach you how to build your own 
house, but it has just about everything you need to maintain and improve one.This book will give you the confidence 
to take on most home projects yourself. (And, hopefully, the skills to do so as well...)2 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. Can You Do It? Take a look and assess your handyman abilities.By Les HendrixWhen something 
needs to be done around the house, and you think you can save yourself a few dollars, or you just enjoy DIY, this is 
the first book to consult to see if you have the skills to execute (get er done). It has all of the basics and a lot more. If 
you have a large project, you may want to get a specialized book for that project. But this book will help you decide if 
you can tackle the problem yourself, or if you want to hire a contractor. I have done plumbing, electricity, insulation, 
dry wall (plaster and lathe) repair, with the help of this book. I won't touch a floating deck, flooring or roofing because 
I can look in this book and see that those are beyond my skill set.I regularly give this as a housewarming gift to new 
homeowners.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Who you gonna call?By DanReader's Digest? Home 
Repair? Gee whiz, who would of thought? Very visual and easy to understand...and relevant and useful for a new 
home owner. No, I'm not a new home owner but then my copy is so abused from using in the dark of night when the 
hot water heater started leaking, it's probably going to get me in reported to the book police. But hey, it's a 1975 copy. 
And no, it won't tell you how to build the solar hot tub you've always wanted but it will get the furnace back on line in 
the middle of a work night in San Jose.
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The most complete and authoritative home repair manual ever published, this book is the yard-stick by which all other 
books on do-it-yourself are measured. The definitive guide to home repair, maintenance, and improvement. Over 
4,000 illustrations.

From Publishers WeeklyThis complete revamping of what is perhaps the champion of do-it-yourself guides, surveying 
almost everything under your roof and some of what lies beyond, has managed to retain all of its classic virtues 
without adding unnecessary pages. Rewritten, redesigned and newly illustrated, the upgraded edition also includes 
more color, improving the legibility of its explanatory drawings. New materials, techniques and tools are examined 
and explained with Reader's Digest 's customary clarity and thoroughness. For example, a chapter on electricity 
discusses track lighting, ceiling fans and telephones; the consumer who wonders what's going on inside his phone can 
see exactly what it looks like and consider how to deal with minor adjustments and repairs. The volume is also geared 
to the new breed of homeowners who admit to some degree of manual incompetence. They can learn how to deal with 
professionals without feeling intimidated and how to untangle the proper codes and regulations for major work. 
$400,000 ad/promo. Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalThis profusely color-
illustrated volume is an excellent update to the popular Reader's Digest Complete Do-It-Yourself Manual (Reader's 
Digest Assn., dist. by Random, 1973). The book's intended audience is the occasional do-it-yourselfer with basic to 
intermediate skills. The coverage is comprehensive, though not overly detailed. Each chapter profiles a particular 
component of "doing it yourself," and discusses emergency repairs, various tools, fasteners, and building materials 
before moving into procedures on "how to use." User safety and environmental protection are stressed throughout. The 
format of the book lends itself to exploration. This update is recommended for public and academic libraries owning 
the original and desiring a worthy successor, or for those with interest in the area.- Alex Hartmann, Bloomsburg Univ. 
Lib., Pa.Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


