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Don Metz : New Compact House Designs  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised New Compact House Designs: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Best Small House Architecture Book Published EverBy Dana 
Biscotti MyskowskiOkay, so I'm prone to hyperbole. But this is my SECOND copy of this book that I own. My first is 
so worn -- and loved -- from years of use and daydreaming and planning that I decided to grab an extra copy before 
my first completely disintegrates.I sketch architectural floor plans as a hobby. I have hundreds of house plans I've 
drawn over the course of several years. This book contains at least a half dozen brilliant, solid, useable ideas that have 
spawned numerous considerations as my husband and I prepare to buy a piece of land and finally build our post-kids, 
small home for the next phase of our lives.Any fan of small home designs will appreciate every plan within this book, 
and will probably find at least a couple favorites among them. If you're planning to build small, this is a great book to 
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jump start your process.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. New Compact House DesignsBy red13801If 
you are wanting to build, this is more of a reference or idea book, I didn't find any real useful info. in this book and 
none of the designs were anything I was interested in. I thought this book would be more of a how to book and it 
definitely wasn't!!! Not a book I would recommmend to anyone, I will keep it in my library for a reference in case of 
future projects or a freinds project.5 of 7 people found the following review helpful. DisappointingBy CustomerUnless 
you like ultra modern home designs, skip this book. The plans are impractical, especially with respect to kitchen 
layouts. Most of the homes have no vestibules in their entrances, which are a neccessity in colder climates.

Houses of the future will be smaller, more energy-efficient, and better suited to their environments. And intelligent 
design solutions can help expand the scope and livability of a compact house, making it elegant as well as practical. In 
1990, Storey Communications sponsored the Compact House Design Competition, a juried contest open to architects, 
designers, and architecture students. From the numerous entries that were received from all over North America, 
professional architects Don Metz and Peter Woerner selected the best and most innovative designs to include in "New 
Compact House Designs". Although the top three designs received cash awards, all 27 of the designs in this book are 
winners--and each design illustrates a classic or contemporary approach to living gracefully in a small house. The 
basic guidelines were clear: design a single-family house with a minimum of two bedrooms whose gross floor area 
does not exceed 1,250 square feet. Aside from these stipulations, almost anything went, and the broad spectrum of 
designs included in this book reflects the geographical and stylistic diversity of the winning entries--from a classic 
New England farmhouse to a sophisticated postmodern design, from a New Mexican desert hacienda to a fanciful 
house with Elizabethan overtones. The perfect idea book for current and future homeowners, "New Compact House 
Designs" will also appeal to anyone interested in architectural design. Each entry included in the book features a site 
drawing, floor plans, elevation and section drawings, judges' comments, and a complete description of the project. 
Addresses for architects and designers are also provided for readers interested in obtaining scale plans or more 
information on any particular house. 

From Library JournalThese plans are the winners from the second Compact House Design Competition, a juried 
contest receiving designs of up to 1250 square feet and with at least two bed rooms from North American architects, 
designers, and architecture students. Each design provides a floor plan, four elevations, a perspective, one wall section, 
and a site plan (though many designs have yet to actually be built). The houses vary greatly in cost, and range from 
classic to postmodern in style. The inadequate text provided means that one must be an able "print" interpreter in order 
to ferret out many of the good ideas and space-saving arrangements. Recommended for libraries with plan book 
browsers. The designs for winners of the first contest were presented in Compact House Book (Storey 
Communications, 1988).- W.T. Johnston, formerly with Coastal Plain Regional Lib., Tifton, Ga.Copyright 1991 Reed 
Business Information, Inc.From the Back Cover Houses of the future will be smaller, more energy-efficient, and better 
suited to their environments. And intelligent design solutions can help expand the scope and livability of a compact 
house, making it elegant as well as practical. In 1990, Storey Communications sponsored the Compact House Design 
Competition, a juried contest open to architects, designers, and architecture students. From the numerous entries that 
were received from all over North America, professional architects Don Metz and Peter Woerner selected the best and 
most innovative designs to include in New Compact House Designs. Although the top three designs received cash 
awards, all 27 of the designs in this book are winners -- and each design illustrates a classic or contemporary approach 
to living gracefully in a small house. The basic guidelines were clear: design a single-family house with a minimum of 
two bedrooms whose gross floor area does not exceed 1,250 square feet. Aside from these stipulations, almost 
anything went, and the broad spectrum of designs included in this book reflects the geographical and stylistic diversity 
of the winning entries -- from a classic New England farmhouse to a sophisticated postmodern design, from a New 
Mexican desert hacienda to a fanciful house with Elizabethan overtones. The perfect idea book for current and future 
homeowners, New Compact House Designs will also appeal to anyone interested in architectural design. Each entry 
included in the book features a site drawing, floor plans, elevation and section drawings, judges' comments, and a 
complete description of the project. Addresses for architects and designers are also provided for readers interested in 
obtaining scale plans or more information on any particular house. 


