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Avi Friedman : Narrow Houses: New Directions in Efficient Design  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Narrow Houses: New Directions in Efficient Design: 

10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Narrow house designBy MortoneThis is one of the best books on 
narrow footprint houses. Page after page of some of the most interesting examples of narrow footprint houses that are 
not row, or town houses. There are plenty of photos and floor plans to see. A great source for examples of houses for 
narrow lots, or tiny sites.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. this book was much more than i 
expectedBy Lonnie Chafinmore than a practical guide on design for the narrow house, the examples include 
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innovative solutions from iconic architects like ban or ando. i did not expect the terrific exposition and design 
guide/essay of 40 some pages in the back. thorough and thought provoking, the materials can launch a designer 
towards better solutions.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Lots of good solutions!By MichelleI'm 
gonna build a house on a narrow lot and this book helped my architect to understand my needs. It's possible to build 
something modern, spacious and beautiful!

Since the beginning of the housing boom of the 1950s, the size of the average North American house has steadily 
grown while the size of the average family has decreased. Today, a growing number of homebuyers seeking smaller, 
more efficient residential designs are rediscovering a centuries old housing prototype: the narrow house. Measuring 
twenty-five-feet wide or less, these "infill" or "skinny" houses, as they are often called, are on the rise in cities and 
suburbs around the world. The benefits of building small and narrow are numerous: greater land-use efficiency, less 
building material, fewer infrastructure costs, lower utility bills, and flexible layouts. This building type creates 
environmentally sensible houses that allow homeowners to live within their means. Narrow Houses presents a 
thorough overview of the practical considerations of designing a narrow-front home, including siting, floor 
arrangements, footprint, and interior and exterior finishing. The book documents twenty-eight innovative examples of 
narrow houses from around the world designed by today's foremost architects. Project data including floor plans and 
extensive interior and exterior photography demonstrate the inherent flexibility of this housing model and the many 
possibilities for adapting these homes to the constraints of site, climate, budget, family size, and other needs.

"When it comes to houses less than 25 feet wide, facades are deceiving: Savvy architecture makes the interiors feel 
airy, even spacious." --Details, March 2011"The Kate Mosses of residential design... Clearly, six metres - the widest 
measure that defines "narrow front" - is all that's really needed." --Azure, February 2011About the AuthorAvi 
Friedman is a world-renowned architect and director of the Affordable Homes Program at McGill University in 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada. He has served on the National Housing Research Committee of the Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation. 


