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There is possibly no branch of construction work which has undergone within the same given time such great changes
of afarreaching nature as plumbing construction. These changes |ook to the betterment of sanitary conditions, and are
going on continually. As a consequence of all this, any work relating to plumbing construction to be of real value to
the reader must deal with modern methods and appliances, for the old-time construction called for such entirely
different methods, materials, and appliances, that the trade of the younger plumber of to-day haslittle in common with
the trade which the older school of plumbers learned in their younger days. The practice of filling books on plumbing
with instructions and historical data concerning old-time plumbing construction has no features to recommend it, and
the author, believing in the truth of this statement, has avoided the employment of all such material. The ambitious
plumber of to-day, if heisto keep abreast of the timesin his chosen line of work, cannot afford to waste much timein
gaining knowledge of an obsolete nature. Many factors have taken part in the advancement of sanitary construction.
The good features that have arisen in plumbing construction are not to be credited to any one influence, but to many
and varied influences. In the first place, the people of this country have been educated to demand and to expect the
best possible living conditions, and the result isthat the standard is constantly being raised. The public years ago
began to demand more ef Bcient regulation of plumbing construction in towns and cities, and the results arising from
this demand and its fulfillment have been of the best. Municipal plumbing ordinances are constantly being revised or
added to in the effort to provide the public with the most perfect sanitary conditions that are to be obtained.
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