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Brett L. Markham : Mini Farming: Self-Sufficiency on 1/4 Acre  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mini Farming: Self-Sufficiency on 1/4 Acre: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An excellent primerBy Dollar BillThis book really is an excellent 
guide to how you might approach *Organic* gardening, with short shrift paid to methods heavy on toxic pesticides. 
That is good, because a topic as broad as farming has to be given a certain focus.Markham seems to know his topic but 
at times heomits useful details. Perhaps this was due to space constraints, or time constraints. Maybe he never 
expected this book to be much of a success. I think that it needs to be published in a second edition, with more details 
in certain areas, much more sturdy binding, and perhaps without the exact same illustration that takes up 3/4 of a two 
page spread at the start of every chapter.Like others have pointed out, it is well organized and full of useful, Valuable 
information. However, you will want to do your own research and please remember that even organic agriculture has 
its own variances of opinion on the proper ways of doing something.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1602399840


I do like the plans for the automated chicken pluckerBy GOATWell organized.Seems to re-address a lot of the 
information in the Square Foot Gardening book(s).Does go into areas I've never wondered about.I do like the plans for 
the automated chicken plucker...1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Highly recommend for begining but 
serious gardenersBy CharleneHave to say that this is the most helpful book in my beginning gardening category. This 
author cleared up some of my misconceptions and is the catalyst for some of my best new ideas.

Start a mini farm on a quarter acre or less, provide 85 percent of the food for a family of four and earn an income. 
Mini Farming describes a holistic approach to small-area farming that will show you how to produce 85 percent of an 
average familys food on just a quarter acreand earn $10,000 in cash annually while spending less than half the time 
that an ordinary job would require. Even if you have never been a farmer or a gardener, this book covers everything 
you need to know to get started: buying and saving seeds, starting seedlings, establishing raised beds, soil fertility 
practices, composting, dealing with pest and disease problems, crop rotation, farm planning, and much more. Because 
self-sufciency is the objective, subjects such as raising backyard chickens and home canning are also covered along 
with numerous methods for keeping costs down and production high. Materials, tools, and techniques are detailed with 
photographs, tables, diagrams, and illustrations.

A concept destined to appeal to that intrepid individual whose independent nature finds the idea of abandoning the 
grocery store alluring. (Carol Haggas - Booklist)A helpful addition, alongside Bartholomew and Jeavons, for the 
serious DIY gardener. (Margaret Heller - Library Journal)About the AuthorBrett L. Markham is an engineer, third-
generation farmer, and polymath. Using the methods explained in his book, he runs a profitable, Certied Naturally 
Grown mini farm on less than half an acre. Brett works full time as an engineer for a broadband ISP and farms in his 
spare time. He lives in New Ipswich, New Hampshire. 


