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Louis. Hemon : MARIA CHAPDELAINE.  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised MARIA CHAPDELAINE.: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Life to LiveBy CustomerLouis Hmon, the author of this book, 
was an immigrant to Qubec from France. Yet he seems to have captured both the "spirit of the place" and the essence 
of the farming people who formed the rural population 100 years ago. His language, while simple and straightforward, 
perfectly captures the sights, sounds and smells of the rural homesteads and their surrounding forests. His portraits of 
the main family are exquisitely detailed and he captures the heartbreaking death of the mother of the heroine with 
sensitivity and without excessive sentimentality. Amazingly for an immigrant, Hmon deploys sparingly but effectively 
the idioms of Qubcoise French, thus adding a touch of verisimilitude as charming as it is realistic. It is worth learning 
French just to read this fantastic novel in the language of its sympatique characters.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Maria ChapdelaineBy Mitchell KalpakgianA deeply moving novel about the permanent things of life 
and the great joys they bring to a person's life, despite all the problems and sufferings that are endured. The novel 
portrays the goodness of the family, the dignity of honest labor, the greatness of marriage, and the strength of Christian 
faith. The book reveals the struggles and blessings of the simple life lived according to Mother nature's rhythms and 
God's laws.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. CAN THE LAND EVER BE CONQUEREDBy 
josephine briggsThis is a quiet, sweet book dealing with characters who live close to nature. The author, Louis Hemon, 
was born in France, well-to-do, good family, well educated. He tired of Europe and moved to Quebec, interested in 
this part of the world. He worked as a hired farm hand for not much money, but felt he needed to know the lives of 
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these peasants who worked the land.The main character is Maria Chapdelaine, a young, attractive lady. Her parents, 
Laura and Samuel Chapdelaine, live in an area far from stores, schools, churches. Samuel liked living far away from 
civilization, moved several times to get away from too many people, better land. Laura would have liked living in a 
town, but did as her husband wished. The couple have two daughters, four sons. It is hard being so far from doctors 
and hospitals in case of sickness. The family is very religious, have family prayers. Bible teachings hymn singing, and 
sacred readings despite being far from church.Three suitors have fallen in love with Maria. One man, an adventurer, 
one who lived and loved the far north, another who moved to the United States, had a good, well paying job, wants 
Maria to marry him and get away from farming, taking care of animals, battling wild beasts, living in a country where 
winter reigns as king. The winters in northern Quebec are cold and long, other seasons are short. But there are 
beautiful moments, the family lives alone, mostly to themselves, few visitors, too remote. The third young man is a 
neighbor who offers Maria the same life her parents have. Which one will the young woman choose? The first man 
Maria really loves, but that life will be the hardest.I don't know where I found this book, I have had it for some time. 
Mr Hemon wrote this book in 1913. I was glad to have read the book, the writing is beautiful, soft, story of quiet lives. 
Maria loved the first man of adventure most, the second she wanted to see what the rest of the world is like, big cities, 
fancy stores and restaurants, crowds of people. So choose.Enjoyable read, but not for all. Too quiet.

341pages. in8. Reli.


