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From Brand: Timber Press, Incorporated : Manual of Orchids (Royal Horticultural Society)  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Manual of Orchids (Royal Horticultural 
Society): 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Superior illustrationsBy Andrew LynchI'm fairly new to orchid 
zealotry (about 3 years), mostly as a result of friends dumping their distressed plants on me because of my inexplicable 
success bringing neglected orchids back to health and happiness.I've branched out from safe orchids like paphs and 
phals to neofinetias, laelias, blc's, zygos, oncidiums, dendrobiums, and burragearas. Because I receive so many plants 
in their non-flowering state, it is practically impossible for me to determine certain species, particularly if they are 
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hybrids. And because of my ignorance, I am sometimes unable to determine even simple species.The Manual of 
Orchids helps me with the aforementioned problems by doing something that no other orchid book I've seen does: 
provide illustrations of the ENTIRE plant. Most books focus on zoom photos of the blooms at their peak. You almost 
never see orchid books that take the care to photograph the blooms within the context of the entire plant. Seeing the 
entire plant helps us newbies understand total plant anatomy, rather than focusing solely on flowers (which is, to be 
honest, like expecting someone to understand homo sapiens anatomy based solely on photos of the human face!).The 
bibliography of the 1995 edition I borrowed from the library cites 7 sources for illustrations. All of them are excellent. 
I'm eager to see how the edition listed above improves with the addition of nearly 50 pages.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerI am very happy with the book. I hope to use it for a long time.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Alexey V. F. Ch. BobrovThank you!

This is the most complete guide to cultivated orchids currently available. A summary of each genus, with cultural 
information, is followed by descriptions of the species.

From BooklistThe latest volume in the publisher's New Royal Horticultural Society Dictionary series is based on the 
scholarly, four-volume New Royal Horticultural Society Dictionary of Gardening. The book is basically an A-to-Z 
listing (in very small type) of all orchid species, grexes, and cultivars. Under each genus are detailed botanical data, 
along with instructions on cultivation. An introduction deals, in general terms, with orchid botany, propagation, 
hybridization, conservation, culture, composts, potting, watering, and feeding. An extensive glossary and 111 black-
and-white drawings round things out. George Cohen The wealth of information of culture of specific genera and the 
inexpensive cost of the book make this a necessary addition to the bookshelf of anyone remotely interested in 
orchids. -- Gary J. Wilfret "HortScience" (12/01/1996)About the AuthorJoyce Stewart is an eminent orchid specialist. 
Her latest book reflects her sojourns to Madagascar, Mauritius, and the Reunion and Comoro Islands in pursuit of a 
rare group of orchids. As a botanist, she ventures beyond description to offer detailed insight into distribution, 
flowering seasons, ecology and conservation. Throughout her career, she has sustained a special interest in African 
species of orchid, informed by twenty-two years of residence on the continent. She is the recipient of Gold Medals 
from the South African Orchid Council (1982), the American Orchid Society (1993) and the Royal Horticultural 
Society (1993 and 1997). In 2003, she was named Member of the Order of the British Empire for services to 
horticultural science and botanical education. Currently living in Dorset, England, she lectures all over the world and 
is President of the British Orchid Council and Chairman of the International Orchid Commission. She has published 
over 100 scientific and popular articles on orchids as well as numerous books such as Orchids (Timber Press 2000), 
Orchids of Kenya (Timber Press 1996), and The New Royal Horticultural Society Dictionary Manual of Orchids (co-
edited with Mark Griffiths, Timber Press 1995). 


