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Monica Randall : Mansions of Long Island's Gold Coast  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Mansions of Long Island's Gold Coast: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An historic snapshot of a disappearing sceneBy David ArbogastAs 
another reviewer noted, this book is amateurish with low-quality photographs. There is not a shadow of a doubt that 
Ms. Randall jotted down her personal anecdotes about growing up on Long Island and visiting the various estates 
covered in the book. It is this personal aspect that may interest many readers. For one, I did not find this helpful. The 
book is rather dated at this time and it is likely that many of the estates in the book have been demolished, as Ms. 
Randall feared. It is the aspect of a historic record of the estates prior to their final demolition that boosts the book in 
my estimation.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very informativeBy David BerthiaumeI liked this 
book for it's complete coverage and no nonsense text, written for people who like all the information on great houses 
of architecture, as well as Long Island. The pictures may have been a little dated at times, but that seemed to be due to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0847808211


the being the only ones available of particular houses. A genuine tour book of houses in the Long Island area, and truly 
a reminder of the history of homes.I'd recommend this book to anyone interested in special, classic houses of a bygone 
era.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The Mansions of Long Island's Gold CoastBy bok alskarenThis 
book is fabulous! Monica Randall provides great photos and her research is impeccable.Having be fortunate enough to 
own a home,for 15 years, on land that was part of Burrwood (Built for Walter Jennings of Standard Oil) I know that 
she has her facts down.You'll want to check out the information on Caumsett (built for Marshall Field III). As a 
founding member of the Caumsett Foundation, I thought I knew just about everything about the estate. The author 
managed to provide information that was new to me.I strongly recommend this book to anybody interested in the Gold 
Coast of Long Island, great architecture, the need for preservation and restoration or even if you are just looking for a 
good book to read.Enjoy - it's extraordinary.

This beautifully illustrated book features the magnificent estates built in the early part of the twentieth century by the 
wealthy residents of Long Island's North Shore. Many of the mansions are no longer standing, making this book a 
critical archive and monument to their glory. In their heyday, they were inhabited by the aristocracy of America's 
gilded age, among them Vanderbilts, Phipps, and Pratts. The author's evocative photographs capture the splendor of 
these once luxurious homes, from the houses' turrets, porticos, columns, and courtyards to their vaulted entry halls, 
spacious ballrooms, and vast libraries. Accompanied by histories of the estates and the families that built them, this 
book is a classic and evocative reminder of a bygone era and lifestyle.

About the AuthorMonica Randall is a historical preservationist, film location scout, and author. Her books include 
Phantoms of the Hudson Valley and the forthcoming Winfield, Living in the Shadow of the Woolworths. She lives in 
Oyster Bay, New York. 


