(Read download) Made by Hand: Searching for Meaning in a Throwaway World

Made by Hand: Searching for Meaningin a Throwaway World

Mark Frauenfelder
ebooks | Download PDF | *ePub | DOC | audiobook

Mark Frauenfelder

Founder of Boing Boing and Editor-in-Chief of Make

& Donwload ‘ & Read Online

#1529926 in Books Portfolio Hardcover 2010-05-27 2010-05-270riginal language:EnglishPDF # 1 .98 x
6.26 x 9.32l, .95 #File Name: 1591843324256 pagesGreat product! | File size: 77.Mb

Mark Frauenfelder : Made by Hand: Searching for Meaning in a Throwaway World before purchasing itin
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Made by Hand: Searching for Meaning in a
Throwaway World:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. It's like amodern day explorer announcing that he or she ...By Minor
Playerlsit possible that anyone living today can be so devoid of common sense and mechanical ability? Everything
that the author touches on, he treats as his own discovery. "Eureaka' he cries asif heinvented manual arts. It'slike a


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1591843324

modern day explorer announcing that he or she has discovered Hoboken..2 of 2 people found the following review
helpful. Minor epiphanies and everyday lessonsBy Franz UMade by Hand is an entertaining retelling of an
enthusiastic do-it-yourselfer's humble odyssey into well-chartered territory. The path Mr. Frauenfelder chooses to
follow is an unremarkable one, but his chronicling of the adventure is very honest and fun to follow: much more akin
to travel writing than other more instructive genres. He approaches new challenges eagerly, with an almost childlike
naivete that | found charming. The tales of his often misguided forays range from funny to frightening, punctuated
with occasional bits of wisdom and a genuine appreciation (in a non-evangelical way) of the satisfaction that comes
from doing it yourself. A must read for anyone whose DIY inclinations are by choice, not necessity.0 of O people
found the following review helpful. Mister Jalopy is a mover!By Dave Olsenl know Mr. Jalopy and when | heard
about referencing hiswork in the book | just HAD to haveit. | picture myself as somewhat of a"maker" and problem
solver, but no wheres near the performance level of the folksin "Made by Hand". Y ou would have enjoyed seeing Mr.
Jalopy at work, challenged by a moving company's rejection of amoving job due to four feet of snow, a steep slope
and a half ton couch on the second floor, it had to be aDIY project. With the tools at hand, a successful move was
completed! The sofais now in afirst floor location in Pasadena.

From his unique vantage point as editor-in-chief of MAKE magazine, the hub of the newly invigorated do-it-yoursel f
movement, Mark Frauenfelder takes readers on an inspiring and surprising tour of the vibrant world of DIY. The
Internet has brought together large communities of people who share ideas, tips, and blueprints for making everything
from unmanned aerial vehicles to pedal- powered iPhone chargersto an automatic cat feeder jury-rigged from aVCR.
DIY isadirect reflection of our basic human desire to invent and improve, long suppressed by the availability of
cheap, mass-produced products that have drowned us in bland convenience and cultivated our most wasteful habits.
Frauenfelder spent ayear trying a variety of offbeat projects such as keeping chickens and bees, tricking out his
espresso machine, whittling wooden spoons, making guitars out of cigar boxes, and doing citizen science with his
daughtersin the garage. His whole family found that DI'Y helped them take control of their lives, offering a path that
was simple, direct, and clear. Working with their hands and minds hel ped them feel more engaged with the world
around them. Frauenfelder also reveals how DIY ischanging our culture for the better. He profiles fascinating "alpha
makers' leading various DI'Y movements and grills them for their best tips and insights. Beginning his journey with
hands as smooth as those of atypical geek, Frauenfelder offers a unique perspective on how earning afew calluses can
be far more rewarding and satisfying than another trip to the mall.

From Publishers Weeklyln this overwrought ode to doing it yourself, Make magazine editor Frauenfelder attemptsto
forge a deeper connection and a more rewarding sense of involvement with the world by making more of the things his
family uses and eats. His DIY projects are variedorganic gardening, building a chicken coop, constructing cigar-box
guitars, keeping bees, tutoring his daughterand not uniformly successful: chickens get devoured by a coyote; the bees
subsist on sugar-water handouts; his daughter fails the big math test. (Not to worry, he insists, since accepting
mistakes is foundational to the DIY ethos.) Frauenfelder's hand-making procedurals are engaging, but, for him,
practicality takes a back seat to spirituality, to living authentically, to grokking the Japanese concept of wabi sabi, the
beauty found in an object's imperfections. He often presents DIY as aform of therapy: spoon-whittling isn't about
spoons, it's about the calming and focusing effect of spoon-whittling. (And like most therapies, these projects often
require lots of disposable incomea thousand dollars for aload of mulch!and spare time.) People have hobbies because
they are interesting and fun; by inflating hobbyism into a belief system, Frauenfelder doesn't add much to their appeal .
(June) Copyright Reed Business Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. "Thisis a must-read
book. Mark has lovingly and candidly documented the complex, myriad, intangible and often very tangible rewards of
grabbing the world with both of your hands, and learning how it works." - Adam Savage, Mythbusters "What Mark
Frauenfelder knows is that making a ukulele out of a cigar box is not just fun (and finally a good use for your
thousands of old cigar boxes), it'saway of restringing and retuning your whole life. Buy this book, read it, and then
maybe make it into a clarinet. | bet you can!" - John Hodgman, author of The Areas of My Expertise and More
Information Than Y ou Require "Why do otherwise well-adjusted people take to raising chickensin Studio City? What
sort of contrarian spends alot of time and money to kill his own lawn? These may be the projects of one quirky
individual, but they point to something universal and true. Human beings find their proper home not in large-scale
corporate structures but in the struggle for individual agency. Y ou have to admire the doggedness with which the
individualsin Made By Hand try to render their own world intelligible." - Matthew B. Crawford, author of Shop Class
as Soulcraft "Frauenfelder has been at the center of the emerging maker movement, chronicling its rise as an economic
force. Here, he describes a parallel evolution: his own embrace of making, as he applies the lessons he's been learning
to hisown life. It'sasinspiring asit is entertaining. You'll never look at your lawn the same again!" - Chris Anderson,
Editor in Chief, Wired Magazine "Made By Hand is awonderful, thought-provoking, and timely book that shows us
why and how we need to take back control of our lives. Now if only Mark Frauenfelder would put out aversion
written by hand on paper he made from the treesin his backyard.” - A.J. Jacobs, author of The Guinea Pig Diaries and



The Year of Living Biblically "Made by Hand is an absurdist essay on 'resistentialism,’ defined as 'the theory that
things have a secret agenda to make us miserable by fighting back against our effortsto use them.' It is the flip-side of
self-sufficiency and independence-an example of the ongoing war between HAP (hire apro) and DIY. Do you givein
to the unassailabl e fact that you have no idea how things work, or do you embark on a quixatic (but potentially
enlightening) attempt to figure it out?" - Errol Morris, Academy Award-winning director of Fast, Cheap, and Out of
Control "Frauenfelder believes- asdo | - that the DIY ethic isonly partly about the things you produce. It's also about
learning how to learn, about connecting with others who share your interests, and about taking pride in your
accomplishments. ... | think the book is great, and | encourage you to pick up acopy if you're at al interested in

DIY." -J.D. Roth, Get Rich Slowly "Made By Hand is a wonderfully inspiring read and makes turning to a make-
centric way of life feel not only approachable, but utopian.” -Jaymi Heimbuch, TreeHugger.comAbout the
AuthorMark Frauenfelder is the founder of the most popular blog in the world, boingboing.net. He is also the editor in
chief of Make magazine. He has appeared on The Martha Stewart Show and The Colbert Report and has written for
The New Y ork Times Magazine, Popular Science, and CNN. Helivesin Los Angeles.



