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Ogden Tanner : Living Fences: A Gardener's Guide to Hedges, Vines Espaliers  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Living Fences: A Gardener's Guide to Hedges, Vines 
Espaliers: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. 2nd time I bought this book!By Always ReadingA very enjoyable 
practical guide to growing a living fence, inspirational, creative and well presented. I've used several of the ideas in my 
garden and couldn't be happier. I bought the second copy to loan, so if it gets lost I'll still have my copy, which I still 
appreciate.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good start for espalierBy Jacqueline M. CarlinGood 
guide to espalier. However, I wish it had more technical advice, though.12 of 13 people found the following review 
helpful. A great resource for the home gardenerBy CanHopeAn excellant book with lots of information on creating 
living fences. Based on the content, we decided to use three triple horizontal cordon espaliers as a "living fence" in our 
backyard. They look fantastic. I would recommend this book to anyone who is looking for alternatives to the usual 
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expensive fencing solutions.

How to plant and maintain a variety of living alternatives to imposing fences, from simple spot screens of shrubs and 
trees, to formal and informal hedges of various kinds, to colorful vertical gardens supported by trellises and wires.

From Publishers WeeklyThose looking for solitude?or simply privacy?in their gardens as well as beauty will find a 
host of choices in this comprehensive, accessible, sophisticated and fluidly written overview of the title's trio of 
naturally growing alternatives to fences. In the main chapters, Tanner (Gardening America) provides information on 
the three varieties of horticultural fences, following each with a generous listing of species suitable for specific tasks, 
e.g.,"windbreaks," "espaliers for foliage and form," "fast-growing vines." Thumbnail plant "bios" include such 
considerations as hardiness zones, available cultivars, planting procedures and care. Illustrated with lush photographs, 
the volume concludes with a list of resource nurseries and a bibliography. Gently reminding new yard- and garden-
makers that hedges need be neither tall nor evergreen, Tanner offers much to experienced gardeners too: the section on 
espaliers?one of gardening's more challenging specialties?is itself worth the price of the book. Copyright 1995 Reed 
Business Information, Inc.From BooklistTanner points out that living fences can do more than just screen views or act 
as property boundaries. Hedges, vines, and espaliers can also act as partitions to enclose or divide gardens and sitting 
areas. A smaller living fence can hide an outdoor work space from the rest of the garden so that tools are stored out of 
sight. His book explores a variety of living fences as alternatives to expensive stockade fences, giving detailed 
explanations on selecting, planting, and propagating plants and shrubs. There is advice on selecting, pruning, and 
training species, detailing their advantages and disadvantages, ranges, and growing needs. Color photographs 
throughout. George Cohen Create a natural alternative to unsightly fences: use hedges, vines and espaliers to create 
living barriers and blend more smoothly into a natural landscape. This covers the varieties useful to particular garden 
barrier endeavors, revealing propagation, growth techniques, and various approaches to creating the barriers. -- 
Midwest Book 


