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John Stefanidis : Living by Design: Ideas for Interiors and Gardens  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Living by Design: Ideas for Interiors and Gardens: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. The Garden of Paradise exists !By Michele S.London-based John 
Stefanidis has always been a designer to watch. It's hard to believe he's now in his 70s. Much like Bunny William's 
book "An Affair with a House" this book chronicles the evolution of an abandoned English countryside cowshed and 
its surrounding acreage into a spectacular weekend and vacation home with a virtual paradise of a garden. Filled with 
books, interesting corners and decked in every flowering plant brought in from the property's greenhouse to make you 
swoon with envy. The life of this adopted English country gentleman is full of reading, gardening, and get togethers 
with those lucky enough to be invited down for the weekend or an extended visit. Fine photography really captures the 
magic of the place.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Beautiful book.By JimmieYou may, as I did, 
recognize some of your favorite rooms in this book. I've been looking at his rooms for years and never realized they 
were all in one house. Beautiful house and an inspiration.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Perfect 
experience!By cmyoylJust as described, and a wonderful book to add to my collection. The entire experience was 
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perfect: great service, and fast shipping.

John Stefanidis is acknowledged to be 1 of the world's leading interior designers with clients who include Lord Jacob 
Rothschild, the Duke and Duchess of Westminster, and the Birtish Embassy in Washington D.C.. His hallmarks are 
practicality and comfort. Here he takes us through his exquisite country home created 24 years ago from assorted farm 
outbuildings where he has inprinted his own individual style which owes nothing to any conventional school and 
belies many preconceived notions. Room by Room, he reveals his secrets - the details that make perfection - whether it 
be the tone or touch of colour here, Cashmere shawls discreetly displayed, or the cupboard transformeed into a tiny but 
perfect bedroom. He offers simple ideas on arranging flowers or houseplants, on table settings and on outdoor 
furniture. The garden, mature but never complete, complements the perfection of the house. Botanical details and a 
planting plan of the garden are shown.

From Library JournalThese profusely illustrated books explore the design styles of two internationally renowned 
British interior designers. Hoppen shows her personal design style of taking North African and Asian designs and 
items and incorporating them into contemporary interiors. The layout of the photographs provides a nice juxtaposition 
of images, such as a green rice paddy or an Algerian wrought iron gate with an interpretation of how that color, shape, 
or texture is used in residential decor. Stefanidis allows us to visit his home, which he created from cow sheds in 
Dorset, England. The book proceeds room by room and through the gardens, with the chatty text explaining his 
approach to interior design and landscaping; it even includes recipes to make the reader feel a welcome guest. Both 
books are recommended for interior design collections.Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.About the 
AuthorJohn Stefanidis was born in Egypt and studied at Oxford University. He started his London-based interior 
design practise in Chelsea in 1967 and from here he designs for clients around the world. John lives in London SW1 
but he also spends time at his house on the Greek island of Patmos. 


